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by going into the recent history of the science. The results of such investigations are here presented with perhaps greater fullness than seems necessary for the main purpose of the book or justified by its title. But in default of such a digest, a first experiment may lay claim to a friendly judgment, in spite of the continually increasing subdivisions of the science; nor will such an attempt be thought inappropriate, inasmuch as it does not seem possible to draw a sharp line of demarcation between the elementary and higher mathematics. For on the one hand certain problems of elementary mathematics' have from time to time furnished the occasion for the development of higher branches, and on the other from the acquisitions of these new branches a clear light has fallen upon the elementary parts. Accordingly it may be gratifying to many a student and teacher to find here at least that which is fundamental.
The exceedingly rich literature, especially in German, at the disposal of the author is referred to in the footnotes. He has made free use of the excellent Jahrbuch fiber die Fortschrzlte def Mathematik, which with clear and systematic arrangement enumerates and discusses the most recent mathematical literature.
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